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Messages

Principal's message

Padstow Park Public School is dedicated to
providing a balanced curriculum in order to
service the academic, emotional and social needs
of all children in our care. We aim to provide a
happy, caring and supportive environment which
promotes the development of each student’s
potential. Our school culture is one of respect,
tolerance and open communication.

The school has a strong academic, sporting and
creative tradition and emphasises:

High expectations in literacy and
numeracy.

Care and concern for every student.
The importance of technology in learning.

An appreciation and application of the
arts.

Co-operation between the school, home
and the wider community focussing on
shared responsibility for learning.

| certify that the information in this report is the
result of a rigorous school self-evaluation process
and is a balanced and genuine account of the
school's  achievements and areas  for
development.

Jane Mollica

P&C and/or School Council message

Parent participation in all areas of Padstow Park
Public School has always been strongly
encouraged. The P&C has various sub
committees, including the clothing pool, canteen
and social committee (fund raising).

The P&C and its sub committees donated $6 059
to the school in 2008, which assisted with the
purchase of the microphone head sets and
sandpit. We also donated the final $10 000
towards air conditioning.

Parent participation has been good this year. The
most heavily attended event was the Showcase in
Term 4 with nearly one hundred family and friends
supporting the performers. Parents also attended
ANZAC Day Service, Stewart House Fun Day and
School Carnivals. We had another strong showing
at our Working Bee in Term 3 with a lot of
planting, weeding and mulching being done on the
day.

Two parents, Mr Dransfield and Mr Morton, were
instrumental in getting the vegetable garden and
its fence established. A great group of parents
and grandparents have been helping in
classrooms with reading groups and infants sport.

The canteen is run with the support of parent
volunteers and we are continually struggling to
maintain the level of previous support which may
mean closing the canteen for various days again
in 2009, as was done in 2008. There has been a
generational change of parent helpers as Year 6
students move on, and for this reason, we need
more parent helpers, particularly those from the
infants years.

As this is my final year as President, | would like
to thank those parents who have spared their time
to help with the P&C fundraising in 2008. Without
your help we would not have been able to support
the school in providing quality resources and
programs. We would welcome any parents who
feel they are able to carry on this work in
supporting their children’s education.

| would like to thank Kelly MacDonald and
Rowena Moss for their outstanding contributions
to both fundraising and the running of the
canteen.

Barbara Colbert
P&C President

Student Council's

message

Representative

What an amazing year we have had! There were
so many wonderful events and opportunities
provided for us throughout the year. This included
the school choir, dance group, debating team,
sporting teams, Stewart House Fun Day and
more.

This year our performers have had a chance to
perform at local and state festivals as well as
school events. We have also had some
outstanding individual performances from singers
like Nicky Li and public speakers like Cassandra
Tran.

As Padstow Park does every year, our school
raised money for Stewart House. Every class set
up a stall or game, dressed up to the theme
“Going for Gold” and enjoyed many other activities
to raise money for this great cause. In total we
raised $3671.75.

The sports teams at Padstow Park also had a
great year. Our top sporting achievements were
3™ in newcombeball, 3" in soccer and the Senior
Boys won the Canterbury Rugby League
Knockout competition.

Our year as school captains and ambassador has
been wonderful. It has brought us a great deal of
responsibility and leadership. As part of the
Student Representative Council (SRC) it was our
responsibility to run assemblies and the sports
room. We put the messages on the school notice
board and collected the House Points. We often




had the honour of thanking the many people who
performed for us, educated us, or who did
something special for our school.

Best wishes to the school leaders in 2009. We are
sure you will enjoy it as much as we did.

School Captains 2008
Madeline Humphrys

Leslie Huang

School Ambassador 2008
Shannon MacDonald

SRC

School context

Student information

It is a requirement that the reporting of information
for all students must be consistent with privacy
and personal information policies.

Student enrolment profile

Enrolments continue to fluctuate to provide
between thirteen and fourteen classes. In 2008
we were able to retain fourteen classes. Every
year sees an increase in the mobility of our
students.
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Student attendance profile

Student attendance rates
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Class sizes

In March 2003 the Government announced its
commitment to publish primary class sizes in
annual school reports in order to provide parents
with as much local information as possible.

The following table shows our class sizes as
reported at the 2008 class size audit conducted
on Tuesday, 25" March 2008.

Roll vear Total Total in

Class per Year Class
KF K 19 19
KP K 18 18
1-KC 1 10 20
1-KC K 10 20
1S 1 23 23
2-1G 2 8 22
2-1G 1 14 22
2Z 2 23 23
3-2T 3 10 24
3-2T 2 14 24
3M 3 26 26
4-3W 3 14 27
4-3W 4 13 27
4C 4 29 29
5SW 5 26 26
6-5B 6 17 26
6-5B 5 9 26
6K 6 27 27

Structure of classes

Classes at Padstow Park are formed through a
yearly examination of the needs of students in
each stage cohort. In 2008 a 3/2 enrichment class
was formed to cater for a group of Year 2 students
who were working beyond Stage 1 expectations.

Year 5SW Class Photo 2008

Staff information

It is a requirement that the reporting of information
for all staff must be consistent with privacy and
personal information policies.

Staff establishment

Position Number
Principal 1.0
Deputy Principal(s) 0
Assistant Principal(s) 3.0
Head Teachers 0
Classroom Teachers 10.0
Teacher of Emotional Disabilities 0
Teacher of Mild Intellectual Disabilities 1.0
Teacher of Reading Recovery 0.5
Support Teacher Learning Assistance 0.5
Teacher Librarian 0.8
Teacher of ESL 0.8
Counsellor 0.25
Total 17.85

The school also hosts the District Learning
Assistance Team and a regional Itinerant Hearing
Team. Both these teams have an Assistant
Principal attached to them.

Staff retention

Padstow Park had one very experienced staff
member transfer into the Learning Assistance
Team based at this school in Term 2. This staff
member will be replaced through transfer in 2009.
The Librarian position was filled through merit
selection following the retirement of the previous
staff member. The staff member who had been
relieving in this position for three years retained
the position after a long selection process.

We will lose the services of Mrs Chard at the end
of this year as she has decided to retire. Mrs
Chard has dedicated many years of service to the
students of Padstow Park and has been a positive
change agent for many programs, particularly in
Early Stage 1 and Stage 1.

Staff attendance

Staff have access to leave entitlements such as
sick leave. In 2008 the average daily attendance
rate for staff, as determined by the Department,
was 97.5%.

Teacher qualifications

All  teaching staff meet the professional
requirements for teaching in NSW public schools.

Qualifications % of staff

Degree or Diploma 100

Postgraduate 29




Financial summary

This summary covers funds for operating costs
and does not involve expenditure areas such as
permanent salaries, building and major
maintenance.

Balance brought forward 160 202.68
Global funds 192 108.48
Tied funds 114 632.34
School & community sources 92 339.82
Interest 8 531.98
Trust receipts 15 879.15
Canteen 0.00
Total income 583 694.45
Expenditure
Teaching & learning

Key learning areas 29 695.20

Excursions 29 107.38

Extracurricular dissections 49 241.13
Library 9 284.54
Training & development 14 856.41
Tied funds 162 475.05
Casual relief teachers 29 768.34
Administration & office 62 569.00
School-operated canteen 0.00
Utilities 24 957.74
Maintenance 65 305.27
Trust accounts 14 538.69
Capital programs 55 709.09
Total expenditure 547 507.84
Balance carried forward 36 186.61

The balance carried forward into 2009 is much
lower than last year due to the expenditure of the
two large grants during 2008. One of these grants
allowed us to replace the grass on our playing
field and install a below ground irrigation system.
This was funded under the Federal Government’s
Investing in Our Schools program. The other grant
was a Community Water Grant and allowed us to
install two more rainwater tanks to service the
student toilets.

Air conditioning units were finally installed in all
classrooms this year with a combination of school
funds and P&C donation. We hope to be able to
turn the units on when we return in January after
the electricity upgrade is completed.

A full copy of the school's 2008 financial
statement is tabled at the annual general
meetings of the parent body. Further details
concerning the statement can be obtained by
contacting the school.

School performance 2008

Students at Padstow Park continue to be offered
many opportunities to excel in a range of
activities. This year saw a number of students
excel in the performing arts, public speaking and
sport.

Achievements

Arts

Students at Padstow Park were again offered a
variety of performing arts opportunities during
2008.

The Violin Ensemble commenced lessons at the
beginning of Term 2 with many new students from
K-5 enrolling in the program. Students performed
at school assemblies, Music Count Us In and the
Showcase 2008.

The choir program expanded in 2008 with both
the senior and junior choirs merging for
rehearsals. This popular program has seen
enrolments continue throughout the year as
younger students apply to join. The choir
performed at a variety of occasions throughout the
year including ANZAC Day, Showcase,
Presentation Day and Padstow Shops. Their
repertoire of songs has increased to cater for the
many events at which they perform.

Five of our talented choristers auditioned
successfully for the Sing NSW Choir in 2008.
Madeline Humphrys and Lauren Oliver were
selected to be part of the Sing NSW Recording
Choir which recorded at the ABC studios in July.

Padstow Park joined 1700 schools across
Australia for a national music day held in October
in order to celebrate the value of music in schools.
We were joined by students from Sir Joseph
Banks High School on the day.

A highlight for students this year was the
opportunity to play on a grand piano for a week.
We won this opportunity by entering a competition
sponsored by ABC Classic FM. Music lessons
were centred on the piano for a week and it was
used extensively for our Proms and Showcase.
This week of vocal, choral and instrumental music
was a huge success with more that 70 students
performing throughout the week at the various
concerts which drew a large, appreciative
audience.

The Grand Piano and School Band




This year Padstow Park had two jazz dance
troupes: an infants group and a primary group.
Both groups were a mix of boys and girls and
performed at the Bankstown/East Hills Dance
Festival in November.

This year we were lucky enough to have a
teacher’'s aide who is a qualified dance teacher.
She was able to correctly teach the important
elements of dance to a group of students who
only learn dance at school. The students worked
very hard all year to improve their skills. Their
performances at presentation day were very well
received.

Dozens of students appeared in the movie Going
for Gold, which was produced to generate interest
in the 2008 Stewart House Fun Day event. It was
filmed during recess and lunch times in May, as
scripted and directed by Mr Plunkett. The 20
minute Movie Maker production capitalised on the
multi-age cast which included cameo roles for a
dozen staff. Even the school choir, the school
ambassador, and the environmental groups (the
Tree Troopers and the Saplings) made special
appearances. A similar project will offer students
from K-6 screen acting and movie production
experiences in 2009 as part of our Gifted and
Talented and Technology Programs.

Madeline Humphrys was selected to be a part of
the NSW Primary Drama Ensemble in March.
Madeline’s talents were on show when she
performed at the State Drama Festival with the
rest of her troupe.

Sport

Sport continued to play a significant role at
Padstow Park Public School in 2008.

The Learn to Swim scheme conducted by the
Department was held in Term 1. 60 students from
Years 2 to 6 participated with pleasing results.

Our own swimming programs for Years 3-6 have
become a feature of our Friday school sport
program. They are well patronised with 40
students participating in each session at Padstow
Indoor Pool. The programs run for 10 weeks and
are held in Terms 2 to 4. The Padstow Park Cup,
in Terms 3 and 4, continues to be very popular
and was again contested keenly with the Martians
victorious over the Shooting Stars this year.

This year was the first year Padstow Park Public
School took part in the Premier's Sporting
Challenge.

The program was very successful with
participation from students in 3/6M. Their
awareness of physical activity as well as their
fitness levels grew and they still enjoy
participating in physical activity.

Students are challenged to set goals to accrue
time spent each week in moderate to vigorous
activity. Students who achieve the set target
qualify for a Premier’s Sporting Challenge Bronze,
Silver, Gold or Diamond Award.

The Orana stand at the swimming carnival

The three major carnivals, namely swimming at
Birrong Pool, cross country at Playford Park and
athletics at Amour Park were enthusiastic events
with many students progressing to the District and
Regional  Carnivals.  Vinnacchi  Tuimaseve
qualified for the State Athletic Carnival in shot put.

In District PSSA competitions we competed in
newcombeball, netball, aussie rules, soccer, touch
football, rugby league and cricket. AFL and touch
football were contested for the first time and our
teams enjoyed the experience and performed
creditably. Again our students competed
successfully and with great sportsmanship.
Although we didn't win any PSSA competitions,
many of our teams were semi finalists; senior
rugby league, senior boys’ soccer, senior and
junior girls’ soccer, senior B netball and senior
newcombeball.

The senior rugby league team completed a
superb year by again winning the Bulldogs All
Schools Knock Out and then representing at the
State All Schools Carnival where they performed
with distinction. The team was undefeated in both
these carnivals and the boys were a credit to their
school with their never say die attitude and
remarkable skill. Jamie Gill, one of our star rugby
league players, was selected in the Sydney South
West team which competed at the State PSSA
Carnival in Glen Innes.

Senior Rugby League Team




Other

National Competitions

Many of our students accepted the challenge of
participating in the University of NSW International
Competitions in Mathematics, Science, English,
Writing, Spelling and Computers. Our results were
very encouraging. They show that Padstow Park
students are equal to the best in the region. We
can summarise our results as follows:

In  Mathematics our students are
performing above the State in all grades
with Grade 4 students being 5 percentage
points above. Students achieved 1 High
Distinction, 10 Distinctions and 12 credits.

10 Distinctions and 2 High Distinctions
were also achieved in Spelling. Students
also achieved 5 Distinctions in Writing
and 2 Distinctions in Computer.

The efforts of teachers and students were
also well rewarded in Spelling, with Year
5 students being an excellent 5.7 above
the State average and Year 4 being 6
points ahead of the State.

Public Speaking and Debating

This year has been a good year in public speaking
and debating. All students’ public speaking skills
continually developed throughout the year as all
K-6 classes are given opportunities to run the
weekly assemblies.

Ten children from Years 5 & 6 were in the
debating team this year. We entered the District
competition, comprising of 17 schools and
finished runners up.

We entered both the District Public Speaking
Competition and the Multicultural Perspectives
Competition for Stage 2 and 3.

In the District Competition two students reached
the finals with Cassandra Tran gaining 3" place in
the Year 2 Competition and Jennifer Zhou
achieving a Highly Commended in the Junior
Competition.

Madeline Humphrys won her heat of the
Multicultural Competition and went on to represent
our school at the Regional level.

Academic

In the National Assessment Program, the results
across the Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 literacy and
numeracy assessments are reported on a scale
from Band 1 to Band 10.

The achievement scale represents increasing
levels of skills and understandings demonstrated
in the assessments.

Year 3: from Band 1 (lowest) to Band 6 (highest
for Year 3)

Year 5: from Band 3 (lowest) to Band 8 (highest
for Year 5)

Literacy — NAPLAN Year 3

Year 3 results indicate that:

48% of boys and 41% of girls are
performing above expectations for Year 3.

Our results are below the state in overall
Literacy with 52% achieving in the top 3
bands compared to 72% of the state.

Students from a non-English speaking
background (NESB) performed above
similar students across the state.
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Fercentage of suderts
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Year 3 spelling
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Numeracy — NAPLAN Year 3

Year 3 results indicate that:

Our students achieved below the state
average in the top 3 skill bands.

Boys are performing better than girls with
59% achieving in the top 3 bands
compared to 48% of girls.

43% of our NESB students scored in the
top band compared to 22% of their state
cohort.

Percentage of students in bands:
Year 3 numeracy
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Literacy — NAPLAN Year 5

Year 5 results indicate that:

Our students achieved below the state

average in overall literacy performance.

60% of girls are achieving in the top 3

bands compared to 59% of boys.

Our NESB students are performing better
than state NESB students in overall

literacy performance.

Our average growth in reading is 5 points
above the state and boys’ growth in

writing is 20 points above the state.
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Year 5 reading
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Numeracy — NAPLAN Year 5
Year 5 results indicate that:

Our results are below the state for overall
numeracy performance.

60% of our NESB students achieved in
the top 3 bands compared to 57% of their
state cohort.

Our boys are doing better in overall
numeracy with 52% achieving in the top 3
bands compared to 35% of girls.

Our average growth in numeracy is better
than the state growth with boys in
particular being 10 points above the state.

Percentage of students in bands:
Year 5 numeracy
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Progress in reading for matched students
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Percentage of students in bands:
Year 5 grammar and punctuation

2004 - 2006 | 2005 - 2007 | 2006 - 2008
School 96.9 100.4 90.2
LSG 88.7 88.0 87.0
State 87.6 87.5 86.8

Progress in writing for matched students
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2004 - 2006 | 2005 - 2007 | 2006 - 2008
School 82.3 78.1 77.4
LSG 60.5 78.3 72.1
State 69.6 77.5 71.2

Progress in numeracy for matched students

2004 - 2006 | 2005 - 2007 | 2006 - 2008
School 90.6 100.9 84.1
LSG 93.4 84.7 83.3
State 76.9 83.7 80.4




Minimum standards

The Commonwealth Government sets minimum
standards for reading, writing, grammar and
punctuation, spelling and numeracy for Years 3, 5,
7 and 9.

The performance of the students in our school in
the National Assessment Program — Literacy and
Numeracy is compared to these minimum
standards. The percentages of our students
achieving at or above these standards are
reported below.

Percentage of Year 3 students achieving at
and above minimum standard in 2008
Reading 86
Writing 96
Spelling 92
Punctuation and grammar 78
Numeracy 92

Percentage of Year 5 students achieving at
and above minimum standard in 2008

Reading 83
Writing 90
Spelling 83
Punctuation and grammar 80
Numeracy 80

Significant programs and initiatives

Aboriginal education

The Maluerindi Dance Group visited our school in
August. Our students experienced the
connections between oral story telling and
dancing. Many children had the opportunity to
participate and the visit was a lot of fun.

In September some of our Aboriginal students
attended a Cultural Day at Bankstown. The
students took part in a wide range of sporting and
artistic activities.

In November our Aboriginal students were invited
to attend the “Belonging” program. Two students
took up the offer.

Multicultural education

Padstow Park is a multi-racial school with children
from diverse backgrounds. Our children work and
learn in a racial free environment developing
knowledge, skills and values to become active
Australian citizens.

Children from Language Backgrounds Other Than
English (LBOTE) make up 63% of the schools
total enrolment. Most of these children are born in
Australia but speak another language at home
and require no extra assistance in learning
English. A total of 82 children are included in the
ESL program:

1% Phase — 8
2" Phase — 49
3" Phase — 25

These students are catered for by specific
programs, which are designed to teach the basics
of spoken and written English and in later years to
enrich and enhance their English skills in the
context of their own class learning.

Phase 1 and early Phase 2 students are
withdrawn from class and given intensive
language lessons, while Phase 2 or 3 students
are catered for through whole class or small group
activities.

Reading Recovery

The Reading Recovery program is an intensive
method of individual teaching which focuses on a
small number of struggling Year 1 students. It was
wonderful to witness these students as they grew
in confidence and language skills this year.

It must be stressed that these skills will only be
retained if they continue to read regularly with
adult supervision and support.

In 2008 nine students successfully completed the
program.

Respect and responsibility

Numerous opportunities are provided throughout
the year for students to show respect and
responsibility by participating in community
events.

To commemorate ANZAC Day, the Student
Representative Council (SRC) conducts a solemn
yet beautiful service at school to which parents
are invited. Returned servicemen from the local
RSL sub branch are also invited as special
guests. Each class lays a special wreath during
the service. These wreaths are made by volunteer
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parents from contributions donated by school
families. Following our service, these wreaths are
then respectfully laid at the cenotaph at Padstow
railway station and Padstow RSL. Each year our
SRC is invited to attend the ANZAC Day service
conducted by Padstow RSL during school
holidays. This year again most of the members
actively participated at the ceremony. Joel Harris,
from Year 6, played the bugle superbly on this
occasion.

On Remembrance Day at 1lam our students
were involved in 2 services. Two members of the
SRC conducted a school service for the whole
school while the remaining 6 representatives
participated in the Padstow RSL service at the
local cenotaph. Again our School Captain
Madeline Humphrys read a special prayer.

All Year 6 students attended the Kokoda Memorial
Track at Concord as guests of Padstow RSL and
they were accompanied by WW?2 veterans from
neighbouring RSL clubs. They were a credit to the
school in the way they behaved and participated
so willingly in all the activities.

In March the students supported the Children’s
Hospital Bandaged Bear Day Appeal. Once again,
Year 4 students

formed medical Bandaged Bear D ay

teams and
consulted  with
many ailing
teddy bears.

These soft toys

were brought in

by K-6 students

who donated a

gold coin before

entering the

Bear Clinic, set up in the school hall at lunchtime.
Combined with sales of Bandaged Bear
merchandise, over $1100.00 was raised.

On behalf of Padstow Park, Mr Plunkett attended
the annual Stewart House Presentation Ceremony
in May to receive three prestigious awards
including the Board of Directors’ Cup (P3/P4
schools). Shannon MacDonald, the school
ambassador, subsequently accepted the awards
for outstanding generosity at a special ceremony
held in Education Week.

Padstow Park continued to support Stewart
House in 2008. This was in recognition and
appreciation of the unique respite care given to
students in need throughout NSW and the ACT.
Each year our Stewart House Fun Day event
unites the entire school community in a common
cause: to fundraise for others and to have fun in
the process. This year our theme tied in with the
Beijing Olympics and it went by the title Going for
Gold! The theme-related activities, competitions,
and stalls raised $3671.75.

Other programs
Enrichment Program

Background

Following evaluations of the 2007 program, in
2008 we targeted a number of different groups of
talented students throughout the year. Time was
bought, through various school programs, to
release teachers throughout the year to teach
enrichment groups in writing, computers and art.

Findings and Conclusions

In the first half of the year, two groups of students
were chosen to take part in writing a school
newsletter called KIDSPEAK. The Stage 2
newsletter covered topics such as spiders in the
toilets, teacher jokes and nits. The newsletter
produced by Stage 3 reflected their concerns
about growing up, the quality of their teachers and
their hopes for high school.

In Term 3 twelve talented students from across
the school, including two children from our IM
class, were invited to join an afternoon art class.
Artists such as Salvador Dali, Vincent Van Gogh
and Pablo Picasso were discussed and the
students attempted to imitate their style. The
results were impressive.

Future Directions

The program this year was very well received by
staff, students and parents and will continue in a
similar vein in 2009. New areas of talent that
relate to our targets will be added to the focus and
the program will expand to take more students in
Early Stage 1 and Stage 1.

We are still trying to develop greater links with the
local high schools and hope to achieve this
through a Science program.

Stewart House Fun Day
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Progress on 2008 targets

Target 1

To increase the percentage of students who
are working at or beyond stage appropriate
outcomes in Mathematics

Our achievements include:

Above the state growth in all areas of
numeracy.

Above state results in all grades for
students taking the University of NSW
Mathematics competition. Year 4 students
were five points above the state.

92% of students in Year 3 performing at
or above the minimum National standards
in Numeracy.

Target 2

To increase the percentage of students who
are working at or beyond stage appropriate
outcomes in Literacy with a focus on
Comprehension

Our achievements include:

Growth above the state in overall literacy
performance for both boys and girls.

67.6% of students making growth of
greater or equal to 80 points.

86% of Year 3 and 83% of Year 5
achieving at or above the National
standard in Reading.

Target 3

To increase the engagement of students in the
classroom with a focus on boys education and
through the use of technology

Our achievements include:

All staff trained in a variety of technology
strategies for the classroom including
animation, blogs, movie making and
interactive whiteboards

90% increase in the number of classes
with their own web log

50% increase in the number of classes
choosing to use technology as part of
their assembly item

Key evaluations

It is a requirement for all NSW public schools to
conduct at least two annual evaluations — one
related to educational and management practice
and the other related to curriculum. In 2008 our
school carried out evaluations of Technology and
Leadership.

Educational and management practice
Leadership

Background

A generational change is occurring at Padstow
Park at the moment with the last few years seeing
a fairly large changeover in staff including
executive positions. There has also been a
change in the leadership of the major parent body.
Discussions during staff meetings and at P&C
meetings have given rise to some new ideas
about developing the leadership potential of both
staff and parents. Leadership was also examined
as part of a planning survey as to what constitutes
both a successful student and a successful
school.

Findings and conclusions

Staff (95%) and parents (98%) believed that
strong leadership was one of the keys to creating
a successful school and the majority believed that
there was strong leadership at Padstow Park.

The majority of students in Stage 3 believed that
successful students were also leaders (86%) but
Stage 2 did not believe that you had to be a
leader to be successful (48%). This may have
something to do with the fact that most of our high
profile student leadership positions are in Stage 3.

Although staff believed that there were leadership
opportunities available (85%) some indicated that
they would like to learn more about leadership
skills (53%). This is due to the change in the
nature of staff of the school, some of whom are
now mid career and looking to expand their
opportunities.

Future directions

A major focus of the next three years strategic
plan will be capacity building with staff. A
leadership program will be offered to any or all
staff interested and will utilise the expertise of
current Principals and executive. We also intend
to offer this program to any staff in our community
of schools to further enhance the links we are
developing between the Padstow/Milperra
schools.

Students will be encouraged to seek leadership
roles in a range of areas not just the traditional
areas of class captaincy and Student
Representative  Council. ~ New areas of
Environmental Education need to be explored for
students to develop their leadership potential.

The P&C executive and the principal are currently
working on ways to encourage more parents to
take an active role in the school. These include
the development of a parent meeting space and
more workshops on aspects of the curriculum.
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Curriculum
Technology

Background

As part of the community of schools focus on
boys’ education and student engagement, it was
decided for all schools to focus on the teaching of
technology in 2008. All schools sent out initial
surveys to parents, staff and students to gauge
where we were in regards to the teaching of
technology and embedding it into the curriculum.

A small group of interested staff from each school
met with Regional consultants to discuss needs,
work on school directions and set up a joint Staff
Development Day in Term 2.

The workshops held on this day proved to be
extremely popular with staff and led to some
excellent class and school programs being
developed during Term 2 and 3. Students have
since been taught programs in movie making,
blogs, websites and animation.

A follow up half day was held in Term 3 so that
the schools could report back to each other and a
disk of school technology programs is currently
being produced for all the schools to share.

Findings and conclusions

Initial surveys indicated that 65% of staff at
Padstow Park were not comfortable teaching
anything other than basic computer skills. This
number dropped to only 5% by the end of the
program of workshops and school training
sessions.

74% of parents surveyed indicated that they had
seen an improvement in the range of technology
lessons offered since their children started at the
school. Anecdotal evidence collected over the
year through parent comments after assemblies
indicate that parents are very impressed with the
technology skills their children are demonstrating.

88% of students surveyed indicated that they
enjoyed a range of technology skills lessons and
65% thought that they had been given technology
experiences that they had not had in previous
years.

Future directions

Technology will remain one of our major focus
areas for the next three year strategic plan and
will continue to be the focus of the community of
schools in 2009.

We will focus our attention on the new connected
classroom initiative of the Department of
Education which includes the use of Interactive
Whiteboards.

In 2009 staff and students will continue to improve
their skills across a range of technologies
including web design, film making, animation and
program writing.

New workshops are planned in these areas and
teachers will be encouraged to plan learning
programs that embed these new technologies into
a range of KLAs.

Parent, student, and teacher satisfaction

In 2008 the school sought the opinions of parents,
students and teachers about the school.

Their responses are presented below.

Staff, parents and students agreed that
the school is well regarded in the wider
community.

Staff 98% parents 88%  students 90%

Staff, parents and students felt that the
school encouraged students to be good
citizens both at school and in the wider
community.

Staff 95% parents 92%  students 84%

There appears to be a general agreement
that an area for future development is the
need to encourage more parents from a
non-English speaking background to
become more involved at school and to
have a greater say in school policies and
programs.

Kinder on Computers

13



Professional learning

Professional learning funds allowed staff to take
part in a wide range of activities designed to meet
departmental, school and staff priorities as
outlined in the school’'s management plan.

Staff attended courses in the areas of literacy and
numeracy, technology, quality teaching and
syllabus implementation, career development and
welfare.

A total of $17 368 was allocated for casual relief
wages and course fees. Funding available was
sufficient to enable all requests for attendance at
courses to be met along with school priorities and
training associated with the Community of
Schools Group.

Our major focus during School Development Days
was the Boy’s Education and Technology program
that the Community of Schools group was
targeting. Yearly compliance training in CPR,
Emergency First Aid and Child Protection were
also covered on these days.

During the year staff met in teams to evaluate,
plan and develop programs in Comprehension
strategies,  Technology, Assessment and
Numeracy.

Staff also met in committees to develop targets,
and priorities for the next three year strategic plan.

School development 2009 — 2011

The school development plan 2009 - 2011 was
devised in 2008 by committees of staff after
extensive evaluation and informed by all members
of the school community through surveys and
P&C meetings.

The strategic directions for the school are:

The raising of literacy standards of all
students to state and national level with a
particular focus on language conventions,
editing skills and comprehension

The raising of numeracy standards of all
students to state and national level with a
particular focus on problem solving and
number facts

The embedding of innovative technology
learning and teaching into all Key
Learning Areas (KLAS)

The development of common assessment
strategies across all stages within all
KLAs

Targets for 2009

Targets for 2009 are directly related to the school
plan for 2009 - 2011.

Target 1

To increase the percentage of students who
are working at or beyond stage appropriate
outcomes in Mathematics with a focus on
problem solving.

Strategies to achieve this target include:

Staff training in Count Me In Too as part
of a Regional curriculum project for
teachers taking classes K-4

The adoption of a common strategy by all
students K-6 when working out
Mathematical problems

Time for staff to develop a range of
guestioning techniques & styles in core
strands of numeracy

Our success will be measured by:

A 20% increase in the number of students
in the top three bands in NAPLAN for
number in both Year 3 and Year 5

30% increase in the number of students
K-2 who are achieving at or above stage
levels in number

50% increase in the number of students
achieving at High standard on reports in
each stage

Target 2

To increase the percentage of students who
are working at or beyond stage appropriate
outcomes in Literacy with a focus on Spelling
and Grammar.

Strategies to achieve this target include:

The development of a hierarchy of
spelling skills and strategies from K-6

Staff training on a variety of spelling
strategies and rules

Stage teams given time to develop
common teaching and assessment
strategies for developing word skills

Our success will be measured by:

20% improvement in the number of
students achieving at or above band 4
(Year 3) or band 6 (Year 5) in NAPLAN
spelling

20% improvement in the number of
students achieving at or above band 4
(Year 3) or band 6 (Year 5) in NAPLAN
language conventions

10% increase of students achieving at or
above the National average in writing
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Target 3

To increase the fitness and physical skills
level of students

Strategies to achieve this target include:

Adoption of a whole school sequential
fundamental fitness program such as the
Premiers Sporting Challenge

The development of sequential activities
for sports skills K-6

Matching of resources to each sports
skills program

Our success will be measured by:

Students recording progress in a fitness
diary

Increased participation in sports at a
school, district and regional level

All students actively taking part in a
fitness circuit daily

Stage 3 Bathurst Excursion

Dance Group

The Recorder Group

The Padstow Park Proms

Stewart House Fun Day
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About this report

In preparing this report, the self-evaluation
committee has gathered information from
evaluations conducted during the year and
analysed other information about the school's
practices and student learning outcomes. The
self-evaluation committee and school planning
committee have determined targets for the
school's future development.

Jane Mollica Principal

Barbara Colbert P&C President
Margaret Perrott SAM

John Kolodziej Assistant Principal
Kelly Lister Class Teacher
Phillip Plunkett Class Teacher

School contact information
Padstow Park Public School

Segers Avenue, Padstow NSW 2211
Phone: 9773 9258

Fax: 9792 3906

Email: padstowpk-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Web: www.padstowpk-p.schools.nsw.edu.au
School Code: 2826

Parents can find out more information about
Annual School Reports, how to interpret
information in the reports and have the
opportunity to provide feedback about these
reports at:

http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/asr

Vegie Patch

Mr Plunkett, KP Class Teacher and
Shannon MacDonald, School Ambassador
Presentation of the Stewart House Cup

Debating

K — 2 City Excursion

Choir Festival

Book Fair
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