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 Messages 

Principal's message 

Padstow Park Public School continues to provide 
a balanced curriculum, in a happy, caring and 
supportive environment, which promotes the 
development of each student’s potential. We are 
proud of having a school culture that emphasises 
respect, tolerance and open communication.  

The school has a strong academic, sporting and 
creative tradition and emphasises: 

·  Strength in literacy and numeracy 

·  Care and concern for every student 

·  The importance of technology in learning 

·  An appreciation and application of the arts; 
and 

·  Cooperation between the school, home and 
wider community focussing on shared 
responsibility for learning. 

I certify that the information in this report is the 
result of a rigorous school self-evaluation process 
and is a balanced and genuine account of the 
school's achievements and areas for 
development. 

Jane Mollica 

P&C and/or School Council message 

Parent participation in all areas of Padstow Park 
Public School has always been strongly 
encouraged. The P&C has various sub 
committees, including the clothing pool, canteen 
and social committee (fund raising). 

The P&C and its sub committees donated $12 
817 to the school in 2007, which assisted in the 
purchase of guided reading material, playground 
art, kindergarten play material and new seating. 

A parent committee helped organise the Year 6 
farewell which was held in the school and catered 
for by the parents. 

Parent participation at school events is always 
excellent with an average of between 40 and 50 
parents attending the ANZAC Day service, 
Stewart House Fun Day and school carnivals. 

This year 76% of parents attended progress 
interviews with teachers during Term 2, although 
numbers attending the initial Term 1 information 
afternoons were down. Many parents help in 
classrooms throughout the year with reading 
groups and infants sport. 

The canteen is run with the support of parent 
volunteers and we are struggling to maintain the 
level of previous support which may mean closing 
the canteen for a couple of days each week. 

Parents willingly answered surveys to help the 
school decide on future directions in a number of 
areas including reading and communication. 

Barbara Colbert Kelly MacDonald 

P&C President P&C Secretary  

Student representative's message 

Exciting excursions, spectacular sporting wins, 
successful public speakers and debaters, 
sensational ceremonies, fabulous fun days and 
choir; Padstow Park just has it all. 

In 2007 public speaking and debating has been 
most successful. Georgie Brady represented our 
school in the finals of the Multicultural 
Perspective Public Speaking State Final as well 
as the South West Sydney Regional Competition. 
Tam Nguyen and Adam Panovski were also 
selected to represent the school at District level. 
The debating team won the East Hills/ Bankstown 
Debating Competition. Julia Panovski, Brendon 
Lambert, Georgie Brady and Judith Mogi entered 
the Premiers Debating Competition. They came 
2nd in the South West Sydney Region. 

This year we had a lot of talented teams in 
interschool sport. The Newcombe Ball team and 
the senior girls Soccer team won premierships 
and the senior boys Soccer team were runners 
up. 

Throughout the year some of the Student 
Representative Council represented our school 
and went to ceremonies such as the ANZAC Day 
dawn service, Remembrance Day and Young 
Leaders Day. Some of these students had to read 
poems and prayers. 

Like every other year, Padstow Park held a 
Stewart House Fun Day. This year the theme was 
“Australian Made”. Students had to come dressed 
as anything that related to Australia and its 
culture. Overall we raised an extraordinary sum of 
$3 895. 

We have both enjoyed leading our school as 
captains and, along with the rest of the SRC, we 
would like to thank the school for giving us such 
great experiences and opportunities that we shall 
keep for life. 

Judith Mogi and Steven He 

School Captains 
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School context 

Student information 

It is a requirement that the reporting of 
information for all students must be consistent 
with privacy and personal information policies. 

Student enrolment profile 
  2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
Male 151 153 165 179 175 
Female 156 149 158 153 156 

Enrolments stabilised by the end of Term 1 2007 
to give us fourteen classes again. Numbers at 
the beginning of each year are becoming 
increasingly more difficult to predict due to the 
mobility of students from one year to the next.  

Student attendance profile 

Student attendance continues to be generally 
good at Padstow Park. As usual there were a 
number of families who took extended holidays 
overseas during the year. 

Semester 1 Attendance Rates

93.0

94.0

95.0

96.0

2004 2005 2006 2007

School Region State
 

Class sizes 

In March 2003 the Government announced its 
commitment to publish primary class sizes in 
annual school reports in order to provide parents 
with as much local information as possible. 

The following table shows our class sizes as 
reported at the 2007 class size audit conducted 
on Monday 26 March 2007. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Roll 
Class 

Year Total 
per Year  

Total in 
Class 

 KP K 19 19 
 KF K 19 19 
 K1C K 11 21 
 K1C 1 10 21 
 1SG 1 21 21 
 1/2P 2 6 21 
 1/2P 1 15 21 
 2T 2 22 22 
 2Z 2 23 23 
 3M 3 26 26 
 3/4W 3 12 26 
 3/4W 4 14 26 
 4C 4 27 27 
 5B 5 30 30 
 5/6ST 5 15 29 
 5/6ST 6 14 29 
 6K 6 30 30 
 3-6M IM 14 14 

 

Structure of classes 

Classes at Padstow Park were formed on a 
needs basis for each stage. The academic, social 
and behavioural needs of all students for each 
cohort were taken into account when forming the 
classes.  

Staff information 

It is a requirement that the reporting of 
information for all staff must be consistent with 
privacy and personal information policies. 

Staff establishment 
 
Position Number 

Principal 1.0 
Deputy Principal(s)  0 
Assistant Principal(s) 3.0 
Head Teachers 0 
Classroom Teachers 13.0 
Teacher of Emotional Disabilities 0 
Teacher of Mild Intellectual 
Disabilities 

1.0 

Teacher of Reading Recovery 0.5 
Support Teacher Learning 
Assistance 

0.5 

Teacher Librarian 0.8 
Teacher of ESL 0.8 
Counsellor 0.25 
Total 20.85 

The school also hosts the District Learning 
Assistance Team, which increased by one full 
time teacher this year, and a regional Itinerant 
Hearing Team. Both these teams have an 
Assistant Principal attached to them. 
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Staff retention 

Padstow Park replaced one staff member this 
year through a direct transfer into the school and 
filled the vacant Assistant Principal position 
through Merit Selection. Other than these 
changes the staff has remained the same as 
2006. 

Staff attendance 
Staff have access to leave entitlements such as 
sick leave. In 2007 the average daily attendance 
rate for staff, as determined by the Department, 
was 97.6%. 

Teacher qualifications 

All teaching staff meet the professional 
requirements for teaching in NSW public schools. 
Qualifications % of staff 
Degree or Diploma 100 
Postgraduate 29 

Financial summary 

This summary covers funds for operating costs 
and does not involve expenditure areas such as 
permanent salaries, building and major 
maintenance. 

Balance brought forward 135 000.32
Global funds 144 012.21
Tied funds 154 700.40
School & community sources 113 609.92
Interest 9 621.73
Trust receipts 12 024.40
Canteen   0.00
Total income 568 968.98

Expenditure
Teaching & learning
           Key learning areas 43 081.38
           Excursions 38 415.78
           Extracurricular dissections 49 045.79
Library 8 175.36
Training & development 16 854.93
Tied funds 116 129.48
Casual relief teachers 29 867.83
Administration & office 48 735.61
School-operated canteen   0.00
Utilities 15 374.39
Maintenance 34 928.53
Trust accounts 11 157.22
Capital programs   0.00
Total expenditure 408 766.30
Balance carried forward 160 202.68

 
A successful application for the Investing In Our 
Schools program meant an injection of $56 953 

into our account late in 2007. This money will be 
used to upgrade the playing field and to install 
water tanks. 

There was a significant increase in the casual 
relief budget in 2007 due to staff illness. 

A full copy of the school's 2007 financial 
statement is tabled at the annual general meeting 
of the parent body. Further details concerning the 
statement can be obtained by contacting the 
school.  

School performance 2007 
Students at Padstow Park are offered many 
opportunities to excel in a range of activities. This 
year the performing arts continued to expand 
along with opportunities during school sport. 

Achievements 

Arts 

Students at Padstow Park were again offered a 
variety of performing arts opportunities during 
2007. 

A junior and senior dance group were given the 
chance to perform at the Bankstown Dance 
Festival in Term 4. Both groups also performed at 
presentation day. 

The school band continued with a dedicated 
group of students working hard to perfect their 
instrumental skills. Joel Huckstepp played his 
bugle at the Dawn Service in a very moving 
ceremony. The whole group were a great 
success at the many end of year functions with 
their great Christmas Medleys. 

Mrs Taylor’s violin ensembles continued to 
develop their skills this year and once again 
proved popular with students. They played often 
at weekly assemblies and were able to perform at 
many school events. 

Our choir program expanded considerably in 
2007 with the addition of a junior choir as well as 
our established senior choir. The junior choir 
performed at the East Hills Choral Festival as well 
as many school events. These talented juniors 
from Stage 1 and 2 will hopefully form the basis 
of senior choirs in the years to come. 

It was a busy but exciting year for the senior choir 
as we were successful in gaining a place in both 
the Primary Choral Concert at the Sydney Opera 
House and the Schools Spectacular. Students 
had a great time mixing with other singers from 
across the state and were often complemented 
for their talent and dedication. 

Three of our talented singers selected to perform 
with the Sing NSW Ensemble which performed 
“Our Town” at the Seymour Centre with the NSW 
State Drama Company. Jessica Grozdanovski, 
Madeline Humphrys and Tamika Langdon gained 
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valuable performance experience as part of this 
elite group. 

Sport 

Sport once again has played a prominent part in 
the Padstow Park P.S educational calendar in 
2007. 

In PSSA the school participated in the three 
major carnivals, that is, swimming, cross country 
and athletics. From these district carnivals we 
had groups of children who then went on to 
represent East Hills PSSA at Area carnivals.  

Our school also competed in the weekly PSSA 
competitions. We produced teams in rugby 
league, Newcombeball, boys and girl’s soccer, 
cricket and boys and girl’s softball/ t-ball and had 
considerable success. We won premierships in 
senior Newcombeball, senior girls soccer and 
were runners up in senior boy’s soccer. The 
junior rugby league, senior netball and junior girl’s 
soccer were semi finalists. At our school 
presentation assembly one player from each 
team received a trophy for being best and fairest, 
most improved or for having a wonderful attitude 
to interschool sport. We thank all the teachers 
who coached these teams and the parents for 
their support of PSSA sport.  

Many children were selected in district teams – 
netball, cricket, soccer, softball, rugby league, 
aussie rules and touch football. These teams 
performed outstandingly considering East Hills is 
the smallest district. Dylan Gilbert was selected in 
the regional Aussie Rules team. 

We also entered the Bulldogs All Schools rugby 
league knock out where our successful run 
continued. The junior boys won their division and 
represented the Bulldogs at the State carnival in 
Penrith. The senior boys were runners up 
narrowly losing the final. 

Coaching clinics were conducted in numerous 
sports to provide children with expert coaching 
free of charge. These included basketball, soccer, 
rugby league, athletics, aussie rules and cricket.  

The sports expo was held again this year as it 
was very popular and introduced all the children 
to a variety of different physical activities. Some 
of the activities this year included lacrosse, 
volleyball, self defence, aerobics and hip hop 
dance. 

Intensive swimming programs were held at 
Revesby Pool and Padstow Indoor Pool. These 
were well patronised by children in Years 2 to 6. 
There is no doubt these learn to swim programs 
equip the children with valuable water safety skills 
necessary for the rest of their lives. 

Our back at school sport programs saw dance 
coaching introduced this year. These sessions 
were fun and certainly provided the children with 
some challenging fitness skills. The very popular 
Padstow Park Cup was held again and the 

winning team was the Lobsters. Again thanks to 
the teachers for providing these interesting, 
alternate activities for the children who don’t 
represent at PSSA level and congratulations to 
the children who participate so enthusiastically. 
After school sport continued this year on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays with a variety of 
sports offered. Numbers at this program have 
dwindled and consequently won’t be operating 
next year. 

Other 

National Competitions 

Many of our students accepted the challenge of 
participating in the University of NSW 
International Competitions in Mathematics,  
Science, English, Writing, Spelling and 
Computers. Our results were very encouraging. 
They show that Padstow Park students are equal 
to the best in the region. We can summarise our 
results as follows: 

·  In mathematics, our entrants averaged up to 
3.4 percentage points above the State, 
attaining 4 High Distinctions, 5 Distinctions 
and 14 Credits. 

·  In the difficult science paper, while our results 
were slightly behind the State average, 
individual students managed to shine, two 
scoring High Distinctions and 3 awarded 
Credits. 

·  The efforts of teachers and students were 
also well rewarded in Spelling with Year 4 
being an excellent 5.8 percentage points 
above the State average. Our students were 
awarded 3 High Distinctions, 8 Distinctions 
and 5 Credits. 

One of the most valuable aspects to these 
competitions is the feedback that they supply the 
school community, highlighting strengths and 
indicating areas for improvement. 

Debating and Public Speaking 

We have had an extremely successful year in 
both public speaking and debating in 2007. All 
students from K-6 expect to run the weekly 
assemblies so all children are continually 
developing speaking skills throughout the year. 

Eleven children were in the debating team this 
year from years 5 and 6. We entered two 
competitions; the Bankstown/East Hills District 
Competition, which we won, and The Premiers 
Debating Competition where we finished runners 
up in the South West Sydney Region.  One of our 
year 6 debaters, Brendan Lambert, was selected 
for the Regional team which made the semi-finals 
in the State Debating competition. 

We entered both the Bankstown/East Hills public 
speaking competition for students K-6 and the 
Multicultural Perspectives Competition for Stage 
2 and Stage 3. 
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We managed to have a representative from each 
stage in the finals of the District competition with 
Georgie Brady from Year 6 winning the senior 
competition. Georgie also represented our school 
in the Multicultural Competition finishing second 
at Regional level and continuing on to represent 
the Region at the State competition. 

Academic  

In the Basic Skills Test, the performance of 
students is reported in skill bands ranging from 
Skill Band 1 (lowest) to Skill Band 5 (highest for 
Year 3) or Skill Band 6 (highest for Year 5).  

In 2007 most students in Year 3 and Year 5 sat 
for the BST in Literacy and Numeracy, including 
the majority of students in the Learning Support 
Class. In Year 3 there were 36 students and in 
Year 5 there were 44 students. 

Literacy – BST Year 3 

Year 3 results indicate that: 

·  The percentage of students in the top 3 skill 
bands was above the state average in 
reading, language and writing. 

·  50% of girls achieved the top band in overall 
literacy results compared to 10% of our boys 

·  Students from a non English speaking 
background performed above similar 
students across the state. 

Percentage of students in skill bands: 
Year 3 BST literacy
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Literacy – BST Year 5 

Year 5 results indicate that: 

·  Our students achieved below the state 
average in the top 3 skill bands. 

·  90% of our girls were placed in the top 3 skill 
bands in overall literacy compared to 55% of 
our boys. 

·  Average growth in writing matches the state 
growth. 

·  Our NESB students are performing below 
state NESB students in overall literacy 
performance.

Percentage of students in skill bands: 
Year 5 BST literacy 
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BST progress in literacy 

 
 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

School  9.0 8.0 7.9 8.0 6.6 
LSG 6.9 6.9 6.4 6.8 6.8 
State 7.0 6.9 6.5 6.8 6.8 

 

Numeracy – BST Year 3 

Year 3 results indicate that: 

·  Our students are performing at the state 
average in the top 3 skill bands in numeracy. 

·  There is no significant difference between the 
performance of girls and boys in numeracy. 

·  Our NESB students are performing better 
than their state cohort. 
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Percentage of students in skill bands: 
Year 3 BST numeracy
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Numeracy – BST Year 5 

Year 5 results indicate that: 

·  66% of our students were placed in the top 3 
bands compared to 79% state wide. 

·  Girls out performed boys in numeracy. 

·  Our average growth in numeracy is 
significantly better than the state growth for 
both our NESB and English speaking 
background students. 

BST progress in numeracy 

 

National benchmarks 

The Commonwealth Government sets minimum 
desirable standards for reading, writing and 
numeracy at particular ages. These are referred 
to as national benchmarks. 

The performance of the students in our school in 
the Year 3 and the Year 5 Basic Skills Test (BST) 
is compared to these benchmarks. The 
percentages of our students achieving at or 
above these benchmarks are reported below. 

 

 

 

Percentage of Year 3 students in our school 
achieving benchmarks in 2006 and 2007 

 

Percentage of Year 3 students meeting 
national benchmarks  

  2006 2007 
  School National School  National 
Reading 95 * 94 * 
Writing 98 * 100 * 
Numeracy 89 * 100 * 

* National benchmarks were not available at the 
time of printing this report 

 

Percentage of Year 5 students in our school 
achieving benchmarks in 2006 and 2007 

 

Percentage of Year 5 students meeting 
national benchmarks  

  2006 2007   
  School National School  National 
Reading 80 * 84 * 
Writing 91 * 89 * 
Numeracy 93 * 86 * 

* National benchmarks were not available at the 
time of printing this report 

 

Significant programs and initiatives 

Aboriginal education 

Aboriginal education is an important perspective 
in all Key Learning Areas. We now have a small 
group of identified aboriginal students and all 
students are given the opportunity to view 
Australian history and culture from an aboriginal 
perspective throughout the year.  

Every assembly begins with the traditional 
“Welcome to Country” as set out in the Aboriginal 
Education Policy. 

Multicultural education 

This year Padstow Park saw a levelling off in the 
number of children from Language Backgrounds 
Other Than English, (LBOTE). The school had 
335 students of which 209 were LBOTE students, 
making up 62% of the schools enrolment. A total 
of 76 children were enrolled in the ESL program:  

1st Phase – 10 

2nd Phase – 48 

3rd Phase – 18 

The school provides specific programs for LBOTE 
students who require extra assistance with 
English. Programs are designed to teach the 

  2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 
School 9.6 7.0 10.3 9.3 10.5 
LSG 7.8 7.7 8.0 9.6 8.7 
State 7.6 7.7 7.7 9.3 8.4 
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basics of English and in later years enable the 
students to enrich and enhance their English 
skills in the context of their own class programs. 

Students in phase 1 and early phase 2 are 
withdrawn from class and given intensive 
language lessons, while phase 2 or 3 students 
are catered for through whole class or small 
group activities. As well, team teaching sessions 
occur with classroom teachers. 

Reading Recovery 

Reading Recovery is a reading and writing 
program for students in year one who are having 
difficulty with language needs. 

Each student attends a 30 minute lesson with the 
Reading Recovery teacher five mornings a week. 

In 2007 nine students successfully completed the 
Reading Recovery program. They are then able 
to return to their classroom with a better 
understanding and improved skills in reading and 
writing. 

Respect and responsibility 

Students at Padstow Park are proud to be part of 
the wider community and are regularly asked to 
take part in community events.  

Our long association with the local RSL club 
continued in 2007 with our SRC attending both 
ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day Services. 
We also had returned servicemen attending our 
ANZAC Day service at school. Once again our 
Year 6 students attended the Kokoda Memorial 
Track as the guests of the RSL club. 

The Padstow Park school community continued 
to support Stewart House through a major 
fundraising day. This year the theme was 
“Australian Made” and both staff and students 
were very creative with their costumes. The day’s 
events and activities raised an incredible $3 895 
which is our largest total ever. 

Our students also support the Westmead 
Children’s Hospital every year through our 
Bandage Bear Day. Once again our Year 4 
students became doctors and nurses to help heal 
lots of sick and injured teddies. Gold coin 
donations raised $895 and with Mr & Mrs 
Garside’s contribution of $105 we raised a record 
total of $1000. 

Other programs 

Extension Program  

Background 

As part of a whole school focus on Gifted and 
Talented Education in 2007 we set up two 
opportunities for extending students. The two 
focus areas were Writing and Problem Solving in 
Mathematics. 

A budget was set aside to release two staff 
members for half a day a week to take groups of 
students across stages one to three. Students 
were nominated by staff, parents and themselves 
to be considered for the groups and then we 
examined past test results and work samples in 
order to choose the successful candidates. 
During the year the groups changed as interests 
changed and other students were found to be 
more suitable. 

Findings and Conclusions 

As this was our first attempt at formalising a 
program that targeted the needs of gifted and 
talented students there were some timetabling 
issues that needed sorting out and both students 
and teachers found the interruptions  to class 
teaching programs frustrating at times. 

Students evaluated both programs at the end of 
each semester and the results were 
overwhelmingly positive. All students surveyed 
enjoyed the programs offered and believed that 
they had learned things that they had not done in 
the normal class setting. All indicated that they 
had progressed greatly in their area of talent and 
had enjoyed discussing problems and ideas with 
other students with similar interests. 

Some frustration was felt on missing other 
lessons that were happening in class but all 
agreed that the experience was worth the 
frustration. 

Future Directions 

In 2008, following evaluation discussions with 
staff we will be approaching this area in a slightly 
different way through the targeting of groups of 
students across a greater range of KLAs for 
intense bursts of time. We also intend to use 
“experts” from a number of different settings, 
including establishing links with local High 
Schools. 

Progress on 2007 targets 

Target 1 

To increase the percentage of students who 
are working at or beyond stage appropriate 
outcomes in Mathematics 

Our achievements include: 

·  Best ever Year 3 BST results in Numeracy 
(53.9) which were slightly above the State 
and 2 points above Region. 

·  The best ever results for girls in both Year 3 
and Year 5 with both outperforming the State 
results by 2 points. 

·  A significant improvement in Year 5 
Numeracy results from the past 3 years. 
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·  31% of Year 3 students achieving in the top 
band in Measurement compared to 22% of  
State students and 18% of Regional students  

Target 2 

To increase the percentage of students who 
are achieving at or beyond stage appropriate 
outcomes in Literacy with a focus on 
Comprehension. 

Our achievements include: 

·  Best ever Year 3 BST results in Reading 
(53.3) which is 2 points above State average 
and 3 points above the Region. 

·  An improvement in Year 5 reading results 
from 49.3 in 2005 to 55.4 in 2007. 

·  Girls in both Year 3 and Year 5 are 
outperforming the Region and are either 
above or level with State performance in 
reading. 

·  An increase in the number of Year 3 students 
in the top band for reading from 16% in 2005 
to 25% in 2007. 

·  An increase in the number of Year 5 students 
in band 6 for reading from 20% in 2005 to 
27% in 2007. 

Target 3 

To implement improved assessment and 
reporting procedures. 

Our achievements include: 

·  The development of consistent assessment 
strategies within each stage for all core 
subjects 

·  The development of a consistent reporting 
format to parents of all students from Stage 1 
to Stage 3 

·  The development of a reporting format that is 
based on DET Foundation Statements for all 
students from K-6. 

·  Time given to all Stage teams on a regular 
basis for staff to design consistent 
assessment tasks 

Key evaluations 

It is a requirement for all NSW public schools to 
conduct at least two annual evaluations – one 
related to educational and management practice 
and the other related to curriculum. In 2007 our 
school carried out evaluations of Reading and 
Communication. 

 

 

 

Educational and management practice 

Communication 

Background 

At Padstow Park we use a variety of methods to 
communicate between all members of the school 
community. This year we decided to review these 
methods to see which were the most effective 
and which areas needed improvement. Students, 
parents and staff were surveyed on the ways we 
communicate with each other. The only members 
of the school community who were not surveyed 
were the Kindergarten students. 

Findings and conclusions 

The majority of surveys were positive. Students 
indicated that they were comfortable talking to 
teachers (72%) and the office staff (80%) but 
were less comfortable talking to the Principal. 

80% of students thought our school was a friendly 
place and 73% of students found the morning 
assembly provided useful information. 

Friday assemblies were very interesting for the 
younger students in Stage 1 (62%) but by the 
time students got to Stage 3 only 30% found 
them interesting. 

Parents surveyed were very positive about the 
reporting format with 93% indicating that it 
provided good information. 88% of parents felt 
comfortable talking to the class teacher and 76% 
of parents used casual conversations with 
teachers rather than formal interviews to keep 
informed of their child’s progress. 

Only 27% of parents surveyed indicated that they 
would like the Newsletter emailed and only 57% 
wanted all notes sent out on the same day each 
week. 82% of parents indicated that they received 
enough information on school events but 42% 
stated that they would like more information about 
how the school is run. 

Staff believed that most parents felt comfortable 
talking to them (88%) and felt comfortable in the 
school (92%). Most staff felt they were unsure of 
the literacy level of their students’ parents (85%) 
and many staff felt that we should have more 
meetings with parents to inform them of school 
and DET policies (74%). Many staff were also 
concerned about the need to include our LBOTE 
parents in more school activities (88%). 

Future directions 

The main area of concern for both staff and P&C 
is the way to encourage more parents from a 
non-English speaking background to become 
more involved in the running of the school and in 
school activities. This will be the main focus over 
the next couple of years. 
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Curriculum 

Reading 

Background 

A concern was expressed by staff after analysing 
BST results over the last few years that we were 
not making the same progress in reading that we 
were in Writing and Language. We also noticed 
that our more able students were not making the 
same growth that our other students were 
particularly in reading. 

Anecdotally teachers reported that many students 
in Stage 2 and Stage 3 were struggling to answer 
higher order questions in the inferential and 
figurative areas.  

Early Stage 1 and Stage 1 had made a 
commitment to some early intervention reading 
programs and we wanted to see if any of these 
programs were starting to have an effect on 
results. 

We also needed to come to a common 
understanding of the most effective reading 
strategies and needed to have professional 
dialogue on the topic of reading. 

Findings and conclusions 

Staff surveys indicated that we had many 
common understandings about reading; 

·  All students can be taught to read 

·  Reading skills are important 

·  Reading should be enjoyable 

·  Using a variety of strategies is most effective 

·  Matching the correct text to the child is vital 

Surveys also indicated that there were a wide 
range of strategies taught across the school and 
that none were used consistently from K-6. 
Teacher preference for whole class, groups or 
individual activities was not consistent across the 
school. 

An examination of this year’s BST results in 
reading indicated that our reading and Language 
results in Year 3 are the highest they have ever 
been (53.3). This is 2 point above the State and 3 
points above the Region. 

Year 5 results are down but this cohort of 
students was low in Year 3 and has moved from 
49.3 to 55.4 in two years. This is an increase of 
6.1 

Girls are out performing boys in both year 3 and 
year 5 with our girls either above or at State 
average. 

Over the past 3 years we have increased the 
number of students who are achieving in the top 
bands in reading. On average we have improved 
10% between 2005 and 2007. 

Programs of guided reading and early 
intervention in Early Stage 1 and Stage 1 are 
starting to have a flow on effect for our BST 
results. 

Future directions 

Time will be given to all staff to develop 
consistent reading strategies from K-6. A 
hierarchy of reading skills are strategies will be 
developed in order for there to be greater 
consistency form K-6. A continuing focus on 
higher order questioning skills will be used to 
continue our improvement in the top bands of 
National Testing. 

Parent, student, and teacher satisfaction 

In 2007 the school sought the opinions of 
parents, students and teachers about the school.  

Their responses are presented below. 

·  Staff, parents and students agreed that the 
school communicates well with its 
community. 

Staff 95% parents 91% students 94% 

·  Staff, parents and students felt that that the 
school recognised each family’s heritage/ 
cultural/ and religious differences. 

Staff 88% parents 70% students 82% 

·  There appears to be a general agreement 
that an area for future development is the 
need for students to be given a greater 
opportunity to have a say in school policies, 
programs and future directions. 

Professional learning 

Professional learning funds allowed staff to take 
part in a wide range of activities designed to meet 
departmental, school and staff priorities as 
outlined in the school’s management plan. 

Staff attended courses in the areas of literacy and 
numeracy, quality teaching and syllabus 
implementation, the use of information 
technology, career development and welfare. 

A total of $19 085 was allocated for casual relief 
wages and course fees. Funding available was 
sufficient to enable all requests for attendance at 
courses to be met along with school priorities. 

On School Development days the staff received 
training in Assessment and Reporting and Child 
Protection in Term 1, on Gifted and Talented, 
Technology and Boys Education in Term 2 and in 
Boys Education, Comprehension and CPR in 
Term 3. 

During the year staff formed teams to evaluate, 
plan and develop programs in Gifted and 
Talented education, Measurement, Technology 
and Boys Education. These teams designed 
excellent programs which were then presented to 



 

                   11  

the rest of the staff and will provide much of the 
ongoing curriculum development for 2008. 

School development 2006 – 2008 
The school development plan 2006 -2008 was 
devised in 2005 by all staff after extensive 
evaluation and informed by all members of the 
school community. 

The strategic directions for the school are: 

·  The raising of literacy and numeracy 
standards of all students to state level or 
above, with a particular focus on 
comprehension skills an measurement and 
space skills 

·  The development of a school Technology 
program that impacts on all Key Learning 
Areas and uses a wide range of technology 
skills and strategies. 

·  The development of programs in which are 
embedded the Quality Teaching Framework, 
with a focus on literacy and numeracy. 

Targets for 2008 

Targets for 2008 are directly related to the school 
plan for 2006 – 2008. 

Target 1 

To increase the percentage of students who 
are working at or beyond stage appropriate 
outcomes in Mathematics. 

Strategies to achieve this target include: 

·  The adoption of school Mathematics program 
that employs consistent strategies from 
Kindergarten to Year 6 and has strong links 
to the current curriculum. 

·  Provision of professional learning 
opportunities for staff to address the 
measurement and space strands of the 
syllabus  

·  Time given to stage teams to develop a 
variety of  consistent assessment strategies 
in the areas of measurement and space. 

Our success will be measured by: 

·  Adoption of Go Maths teaching program in all 
classes K-4 

·  All students in each stage being assessed 
using the same variety of assessment 
strategies in line with the Quality Teaching 
Framework 

·  80% of students performing at or above state 
average in the measurement and space 
strands of National Tests 

 

 

Target 2 

To increase the percentage of students who 
are achieving at or beyond stage appropriate 
outcomes in Literacy with a focus on 
Comprehension. 

Strategies to achieve this target include: 

·  Consistent use of newly purchased use of 
guided reading materials across all stages 
one to three 

·  Extension of the DIPL program to include 
both Early Stage 1 and Stage 1 

·  Continued development of more systematic 
and consistent teaching and assessment  
practice K-6 in the area of comprehension 

Our success will be measured by: 

·  The development of a hierarchy of 
comprehension strategies that continue from 
Kindergarten to Year 6 

·  More authentic assessment practice and 
greater consistency in teacher judgements  in 
student reading achievement; and 

·  70% of students comprehending texts using 
higher order thinking skills 

Target 3 

To increase the engagement of students in 
the classroom with a focus on boys education 
and through the use of technology 

Strategies to achieve this target include: 

·  Use of the community of schools to develop 
programs in technology that will increase 
boys engagement across a wide range of 
KLAs 

·  Using staff talent throughout the community 
of schools and within the region to increase 
staff knowledge of the variety of technology 
programs 

·  Time given for staff to develop a technology 
focus within another KLA that will enhance 
the teaching and learning within that KLA 

Our success will be measured by: 

·  All teaching staff using a greater variety of 
technology programs within other KLAs 

·  All students using technology to enhance 
their understanding of other KLAs 

·  70% of boys indicating through questioning 
that school programs are meeting their needs 
and are relevant to their interests 

·  10% improvement in boys’ results in Literacy 
and Numeracy. 
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About this report 
In preparing this report, the self-evaluation 
committee has gathered information from 
evaluations conducted during the year and 
analysed other information about the school's 
practices and student learning outcomes. The 
self-evaluation committee and school planning 
committee have determined targets for the 
school's future development. 

Jane Mollica  Principal 

Kelly MacDonald P&C Secretary 

Margaret Perrott  SAM 

John Kolodziej  Assistant Principal 

Narelle Meyer  Class Teacher 

Michelle Bowen  Class Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School contact information 

Padstow Park Public School 

Segers Ave, Padstow  

Ph: 9773 9258  

Fax: 9792 3906 

Email: Padstowpk-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Web: www.padstowpk-p.schools.nsw.edu.au 

School Code: 2826 

Parents can find out more information about 
Annual School Reports, how to interpret 
information in the reports and have the 
opportunity to provide feedback about these 
reports at: 

http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/asr 


